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$fy d e a r  Mr. P r e s i d e n t :  

I t  was indeed a p r i v i l e g e  t o  have t h e  oppor tun i ty  
of  meeting you and p e r s o n a l l y  r e l a t i n g  t o  you sozte 
of  my obse rva t ions  on t h e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  r e a c t i o n  of 
t h e  Russian people  t o  your  r e c e n t  meeting w i t h  
31r. Brezhnev. I should  l i k e  t o  express  aga in  my 
s i n c e r e  and g r a t e f u l  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  warm 2nd 
g rac ious  h o s p i t a l i t y  you accorded m e .  

A s  I have i n d i c a t e d  t o  you i n  my previous  l e t t e r s ,  
a s  well  as du r ing  o u r  r e c e n t  conve r sa t ion ,  I have 
applauded and admired your  v i s i o n ,  courage,  and 
z e a l  i n  p u r s u i t  o f  improved i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s .  
Your c o n t r i b u t i o n s  toward world harmony and Ira gen- 
e r a t i o n  of peace" are of  h i s t o r i c  import .  Our meet- 
i n g  r e i n f o r c e d  my p rev ious  conv ic t ion  o f  your whole- 
h e a r t e d  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h i s  goa l .  

In accordance w i t h  ou r  d i s c u s s i o n  and your k ind  
r e c e p t i o n  of my sugges t ions  t o  enhance your e f f o r t s  
i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ' ,  I should l i k e  t o  o u t l i n e  cer-  
t a i n  p roposa l s  f o r  your  cons ide ra t ion .  These a r e  
based upon my obse rva t ions  and exper ience  v i s i t i n g  
every  major country and most sma l l e r  c o u n t r i e s  
throughout t h e  world dur ing  t h e  p a s t  q u a r t e r  cen- 
t u r y  o r  s o ,  as well as my exper ience  i n  t r a i n i n g ,  
i n  my own c a r d i o v a s c u l a r  c e n t e r ,  more than  250 
f o r e i g n  s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  t h i s  medical d i s c i p l i n e .  

American medical s c i e n c e  en joys  a p o s i t i o n  o f  p r e -  
eminence a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  unprecedented p rogres s  
made dur ing  t h e  p a s t  two decades wi th  t h e  s u p p o r t  
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of b o t h  t h e  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  s e c t o r s  (a  unique 
American t r a i t  which I know you s t r o n g l y  f a v o r ) .  
As a result, t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  looks t o  us f o r  
0 midance  and a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  advance 
their O I P ~  s t anda rds  o f  medical s e r v i c e  t o  t h e i r  
people .  In  t h i s  connect ion,  I know you w i l l  agree 
that o u r  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h i s  f i e l d  must n o t  only b e  
x a i n t a i n e d  bu t  indeed i n t e n s i f i e d .  

Because t h e  f i e l d  of  medicine has  been gene ra l ly  
recognized and accepted as an ennobl ing and genu- 
i n e l y  humani ta r ian  f i e l d  o f  endeavor ,  it c o n s t i t u t e s  
one o f  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  b r idges  across i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
bo rde r s .  America's s u p e r i o r i t y  and s t r e n g t h  i n  
medicine provide  an extremely e f f e c t i v e  mechanism 
t o  b o l s t e r  your e f f o r t s  t o  f o s t e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
a l l iance.  You have, o f  course ,  a l r eady  taken cog- 
n izance  of  t h i s  f ac t  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of  a medical 
c o l l a b o r a t i v e  program wi th  t h e  USSR. A s  I i n d i c a t e d  
t o  you, however, t h e  p r a c t i c a l  implementation o f  
such a p a r t n e r s h i p  i s  as important  as t h e  agreement 
i t s e l f .  I n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  h e a r t  d i s e a s e ,  f o r  example, 
I have t h e  d i s t i n c t  impression from t h e  conference 
I had r e c e n t l y  wi th  (and a t  t h e  r eques t  o f )  B o r i s  
Tetrovsky,  t h e  Min i s t e r  of  Heal th  o f  t h e  USSR, t h a t  
t h e  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  program which you i n i t t a t e d  i s  n o t  
be ing  adequately pursued. I h a s t e n  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  
t h e  Min i s t e r  was n o t  c r i t i c a l  o f  U . S .  e f fo r t s ,  b u t  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  own b u r e a u c r a t i c  i n e r t i a  was 
as much a p a r t  o f  t h e  problem as anything e l s e ,  
Obviously,  t h i s  i s  a p o l i t i c a l l y  d e l i c a t e  matter, 
which I f e l t  i t  would be undes i r ab le  t o  pursue.  

Whatever t h e  reasons may be ,  h i s  impat ience wi th  the 
formal  program was ev iden t  from h i s  r eques t  t o  en-  
0 aage i n  a coopera t ive  venture  d i r e c t l y  wi th  m e  i n  
t h r e e  spheres  of a c t i v i t y :  

(1) The p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a j o i n t  manual on t h e  more 
urgent  a spec t s  o f  h e a r t  d i s e a s e ,  b r ing ing  t o -  
g e t h e r  c u r r e n t  knowledge on t h e  s u b j e c t ,  as 
an American-Russian p r o j e c t .  
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(2 )  The exchange o f  young t r a i n e e s  and s c i e n t i s t s  
i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  h e a r t  d i s e a s e  t o  spend s e v z r a l  
monlhs t o  a yea r  i n  our r e s p e c t i v e  c e n t e r s .  
(Dr. Petrovsky i s  sending one o f  h i s  b e s t  
young surgeons t o  j o i n  ne next  month.) 

i n  t h e  f i e l d  of card iovascular  a r t i f i c i a l  de- 
v i c e s  and ins t rumenta t ion .  The k l in i s t e r  o f  
Heal th  emphasized t h a t  he e s p e c i a l l y  needs 
our  he lp  i n  t h i s  p r o j e c t  because o f  o u r  g r e a t l y  
advanced technology. 

( 3 )  The es tab l i shment  o f  a c o l l a b o r a t i v e  progran  

I am, of  course,  p l eased  t o  work wi th  hiin d i r e c t l y  
i n  t h e s e  s p e c i a l  undertakings b u t ,  as I i n d i c a t e d  
t o  you, we can be fa r  more e f f e c t i v e  v i t h  the  grea t  
resources  t h a t  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  your Of f i ce .  I t  i s  
f o r  t h i s  reason t h a t  I suggested t h a t  t h e  p r e s t i g e  
of your Of f i ce  be used t o  monitor t h i s  a c t i v i t y  2nd 
t o  mobil ize  t h e s e  resources  w i t h  the  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  
your immediate a i d e s ,  D r s .  Tkach and Lukash, and om' 
such h igh ly  competent phys ic ians  as D r s .  Charles  
Edwards and Theodore Cooper. I should,  o f  course ,  
be  d e l i g h t e d  t o  assist  your  Off ice  and those  you 
may a s s ign  t o  implement t h i s  a c t i v i t y  i n  any way- 
I can. 

I should a l s o  l i k e  t o  propose,  as I i n d i c a t e d  dur ing  
our conversa t ion ,  as w e l l  as i n  my l e t t e r  t o  you of 
EIarch 1 4 ,  1 9 7 3 ,  t h a t  some i n i t i a t i v e  be undertaken 
t o  e s t a b l i s h  a comparable program wi th  t h e  Peogles 
Republic of  China. 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  important  problem f o r  them, and t h e i r  
need f o r  ou r  h e l p  i n  t h i s  regard  i s  even g r e a t e r  
than t h a t  of t h e  Russians,  f o r  they l a g  f a r  behind 
us i n  t h i s  h e a l t h  matter. I b e l i e v e  they would 
welcome an oppor tuni ty  t o  develop a c o l l a b o r a t i v e  
program wi th  us. 

F o r  your convenience,  I a m  enc los ing  s e v e r z l  copies  
of  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  i n  t h e  event  you wish t o . s e n d  t h e n  
t o  those  you i n d i c a t e d  a r e  involved i n  these  a c t i v i -  
t i e s :  The Honorable Melvin Lai rd ,  D r s .  I'iTalter R.  
Tkach, W i l l i a m  Lukash, Charles  Edwards, and Ted 
Cooper, and Mr. James Cavanaugh. P lease  be assured  

Heart  d i s e a s e  has  become an 
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of my wholehearted coope ra t ion  i n  your  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
ned ica l  programs; I s h a l l  be happy t o  a s s i s t  i n  any 
x a y  I can. I f e r v e n t l y  hope t h a t  you w i l l  r e c e i v e  
the s u p p o r t  you deserve and need i n  o r d e r  t o  achieve  
tIiese noble  o b j e c t i v e s .  

3!zy I thank  you aga in  f o r  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  c u f f l i n k s  
and p i n ,  which I s h a l l  t r e a s u r e  as mementos o f  t h e  
s t i m u l a t i n g  and rewarding meeting I w a s  p r i v i l e g e d  
t o  have w i t h  you l a s t  week. I s h a l l  look forward 
*LO r e c e i v i n g  an autographed photograph. 
iqith you and keep you i n  h e a l t h ,  happiness ,  and 
good works. 

blay God be  

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,  

Elichael E .  DeBakey, M.D. 
a 


